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Moriah Ulinskas (she/her) is a community archivist and public historian whose research examines 
histories of dispossession, focusing on  how marginalized groups organized to resist displacement and 
how that history of resistance lies latent in archival collections today. She is a founding member of the 
Community Archiving Workshop—a collective of audiovisual archivists who work to help grassroots 
organizations maintain intellectual control over their legacy recordings.​
​
EDUCATION 
Doctor of Philosophy, History, University of California, Santa Barbara  
Master of Arts, Public History, California State University, East Bay  
Master of Arts, Creative Arts and Education, San Francisco State University 
Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor’s Degree in Individual Concentration, University of Massachusetts Amherst   
 
AWARDS  
UC President's Pre-Professoriate Fellowship, University of California, Santa Barbara (2023)  
Robert L. Kelley Fellowship, University of California, Santa Barbara (2022)  
Graduate Student Fellowship in Public History, University of California, Santa Barbara (2020-22)  
Meade Kibbey Fellowship, California State Library, Sacramento (2019)  
Kenneth H. W. Earle Graduate Fellowship in History, California State University, Sacramento (2018) 
George and Eleanor Craft Scholarship, California State University, Sacramento (2018) 
Rose-Christensen Travel Award, California State University, Sacramento (2018)  
William S. O'Farrell Volunteer Award, Association of Moving Image Archivists (2017)  
History Associates Fellowship, University of California, Santa Barbara (2017)  
Ford Foundation Predoctoral Fellowship, Honorable Mention, Ford Foundation (2017)  
History Departmental Fellowship, University of California, Santa Barbara (2016-2017) 
 
PROGRAM LEADERSHIP 
Community Archiving Workshop (November 2012-present) 
FOUNDING MEMBER of the Community Archiving Workshop (CAW), an archivist collective that 
facilitates hands-on training in audiovisual preservation to cultural and community organizations 
worldwide. 

CAW Strategic Planning Initiative (August 2022 to September 2023)​
PROJECT DIRECTOR: Led a Mellon Foundation-funded strategic planning initiative with a core 
team and consultant. Together, we evaluated our operating model through field surveys and 
research, resulting in a three-to-five-year plan to strengthen our work with community partners. 

Audiovisual Collections Care for Tribal Archives (March 2020 to December 2023)​
PROJECT DIRECTOR: Led an NEH-funded audiovisual preservation training program for 
Indigenous cultural institutions, managing curriculum development, budgeting, resource acquisition, 
and program evaluation. Directed outreach initiatives and coordinated hands-on training delivery to 
tribal archives, libraries, and museums. 

 



Community Archiving Workshop: Training of Trainers (May 2018 to June 2022)​
PROJECT DIRECTOR: Managed an IMLS-funded national audiovisual archival training initiative, 
overseeing curriculum development, mentor coordination, workshop logistics, and program 
evaluation. Created training toolkit and established program deliverables, timelines, and 
documentation standards. 

AMIA Diversity & Inclusion Fellowship Pilot Program (October 2019 to September 2020) 
PROJECT MANAGER: Created and managed a fellowship program supporting diverse professionals 
in audiovisual archiving. Developed remote training curriculum and mentorship framework to prepare 
fellows for the field while advancing EDI initiatives industry-wide.​           

Bay Area Video Coalition (January 2011 to June 2014) 
PRESERVATION PROGRAM DIRECTOR: Led BAVC's pioneering non-profit Preservation Program, 
managing preservation of 800+ audiovisual recordings annually and securing major institutional 
contracts. Supervised technical staff, established new initiatives, and developed partnerships 
nationwide. Spearheaded fundraising efforts and open-source software development. 

Bay Area Video Coalition (September 2007 to March 2011) 
DIRECTOR OF NEXT GEN PROGRAMS: Led youth programs at 21 sites with 22 staff, serving 500 
youth weekly. Secured California's first CALPIRG initiative contract and managed the $1.7 million 
annual budget. Principal Investigator for NSF ITEST and ATE grants. Member, Youth Media Steering 
Committee, Academy for Educational Development. 

 
HISTORY/ARCHIVES​
Self Evident Oral History Program (September 2021 to July 2022) 
ADVISOR: Served in an advisory capacity on the development of an oral history training and archiving 
program to amplify the voices and stories of Asian Americans developed by the Self Evident podcast 
team. 

The Public Historian (September 2020 to August 2022) 
ASSISTANT REVIEWS EDITOR: Assistant to editors of The Public Historian, the National Council on 
Public History's quarterly journal. Coordinated production and provided editorial support for book, 
media, and exhibition reviews. 

San Francisco Arts Commission Gallery (February 2018 to February 2020) 
ARCHIVAL CONSULTANT: Conducted archive assessment for SFAC Galleries' 50th anniversary. 
Created comprehensive roadmap and digitization standards based on stakeholder needs analysis. 
Established best practices for physical and digital collections management. 

Smithsonian Institution (November 2017 to July 2019)​
AUDIOVISUAL ARCHIVAL CONSULTANT: Led assessment that launched Smithsonian Libraries and 
Archives' Audiovisual Media Preservation Initiative. Created collections inventories and preservation 
priorities through staff interviews. Developed risk mitigation strategies and preservation timelines for all 
Smithsonian units. 

San Francisco Museum of Modern Art (February 2017 to April 2019) 
ARCHIVAL ADVISOR: Processed and organized materials from Suzanne Lacy's collection for The 
Oakland Projects exhibition, selecting items for the artist's first retrospective.​  
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PUBLICATIONS 
"Archiving Oakland," with Brandi T. Summers​
 Places Journal (April 2025) 
"Review: Heritage Conservation in the United States: Enhancing the Presence of the Past"​
 The Public Historian, Vol. 46, No. 3 (August 2024) 
"A Roundtable 'Oral' History of La Lotería de Preservación Audiovisual"​
 The Moving Image, Vol. 23, No. 1 (Spring 2023) 
"Tale of a City: Community Resistance to Redevelopment in Sacramento's Japantown"​
 California State Library Foundation Bulletin, No. 128 (November 2020) 
"Toward a More Equitable Field: Broadening the Landscape with Fellowships in AV Preservation"​
 Journal of Archival Organization, Vol. 17, No. 1-2 (June 2020) 
"Imagining a Past Future: Photographs from the Oakland Redevelopment Agency"​
 Places Journal (January 2019) 

"The Terezita Romo Papers: Capturing the Spirit of Collection Action in Archives"​
 KULA Journal, University of Victoria (Fall 2018) 

"An Extraordinary Life Remembered: The Lillie Mae King Family Collection"​
 Clio History Journal, California State University at Sacramento (Fall 2018) 

 
PRESENTATIONS (SELECTED) 
“Reclaiming the History of Grassroots Resistance to Urban Renewal Through Photography”​
 The Urban History Association Conference 2025 

“Expanding the Circle of Care for Audiovisual Archives”​
 The Association of Tribal Archivists, Librarians, and Museums 2025 

"Picture This: Oakland's Tumultuous Redevelopment History Through Photographs"​
 Oakland Heritage Alliance Annual Meeting (2025) 

"National Convening of Held in Trust" [Panel Presentation]​
 Foundation for Advancement in Conservation & National Endowment for the Humanities (2023) 

"Community Archives: Expanding our Circles of Care in Academia"​
 Society of Rocky Mountain Archivists Virtual Continuing Education Event (2022) 

"Resources for Regional and Grassroots Cultural Preservation"​
 Association of Recorded Sound Collections Annual Conference (2022) 

"Community Archiving Workshop"​
 The Association of Tribal Archivists, Librarians, and Museums (2018, 2019, 2022, 2023, 2025) 

"No Islands in This Stream: Building, Maintaining and Sharing Regional and Community Archives"​
 Association of Moving Image Archivists Annual Conference (2018) 

"Mining the Oakland Planning Department Photography Collection for Lost Community Narratives"​
 PhotoHistory/PhotoFuture Conference, Rochester NY (2018) 

"Reframing the Picture: The Oakland Planning Department Photography Collection"​
 Graduate Student Research Symposium, CSU Sacramento (2018) 

"A Visual History of African Americans in California: A Roundtable"​
 Pacific Coast Branch Annual Conference, American Historical Association (2017) 

"Community Archiving Workshop"​
 Allied Media Conference, Detroit MI (2017) 
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"Plenary | Action for Diversity, Inclusion, and Equity in AMIA"​
 AMIA Annual Conference, Pittsburgh PA (2016) 

"Community Archiving Workshop"​
 Association of Moving Image Archivists Annual Conference (2011-2022) 

"Community Archiving Workshop"​
 National Council on Public History Annual Conference, Nashville TN (2015) 

"The A/V Artifact Atlas: Creating a Common Language"​
 American Institute for Conservation Annual Conference, San Francisco CA (2014) 

"A Collection of Misfits: Time-Based Media and the Museum"​
 Carnegie Museums of Art Symposium, Pittsburgh PA (2013) 

 
GRANTS  
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR AND AUTHOR 
"Community Archiving Workshop Strategic Planning Initiative"; Mellon Foundation (2022-2023) 
"Audiovisual Collections Care in Tribal Archives"; National Endowment for the Humanities (2020-2022) 
"CAW: Training of Trainers"; Institute of Museum and Library Services (2018-2021) 
"Quality Control Tools for Video Preservation"; National Endowment for the Humanities (2012-2014) 
"Preservation Access Program"; National Endowment for the Arts (2012-2014) 
"Lost Treasures from Bay Area Art Archives"; Phyllis C. Wattis Foundation (2013) 
"Advanced Digital Pathways"; National Science Foundation (2007-2009) 

AUTHOR 
"A/V Compass"; Andrew Mellon Foundation (2014-2015) 
"Bridges to STEM Careers for Minority Youth"; National Science Foundation (2011-2013) 

​
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS​
American Historical Association​
Association of Moving Image Archivists ​
National Council on Public History​
Society of American Archivists​
Society of California Archivists​
Society of Southwest Archivists 
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